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some are born to be slaves. The modern defenders of the class status quo
have simply changed this to read, "Some few men are born with attributes
that are of great value to society and therefore gain great riches, while
most men are of inferior quality and are worth no more than the little
that they receive." As proof, there has been advanced a great quantity
of evidence indicating that in the main the sons of the upper class are
better educated, more competent in economic matters, more ambitious,
and wealthier than the sons of the lower class.1 Such evidence demon-
strates the well-known and undisputed fact that members of the lower
class rarely rise above the status into which they are born, i.e., that
even in the modern world class lines are more closed than open. It does
not, however, explain why this is so.

The high income of some of the members of the upper class is un-
doubtedly an indication of superior ability to do the things that society
rewards highly. The self-made man has earned his position, no matter
how; and some sons of wealth work as hard and as well as did their
fathers and grandfathers before them. But wealth tends to become en-
trenched and to perpetuate itself; and many members of the upper eco-
nomic class secure their income and status by right of birth, in the feudal
manner, rather than by superior performance. Social rather than bio-
logical factors are in such instances the sole determinants of class position,,
The idea that under a system of free enterprise the best biological stocks
have "risen" into the upper economic class and the poorest sunk to the
lower economic class entirely ignores the fact that freedom is a relative
and quickly extinguished thing and that equality of opportunity to learn
the things that make for upper economic class status has been theoretical
rather than actual.2 As long as men may socially inherit either wealth or
the social status associated with wealth, there can be no real equality of
opportunity; and there can be no certainty that the upper classes are
composed of biologically superior and the lower classes of biologically
inferior individuals. The view that class position and biological ability
are correlated must be seen as an ideological justification for the mainte-
nance of a class system that has been subjected to attack.

RURAL-URBAN DIFFERENTIATION

Socioeconomic class differentiations are only one of a considerable
number of distinctions that occur within the populations of modern so-

1 References to this subject are cited in Chap. Ill,

2 The social determinants of social position have recently been subjected to very
much detailed study by J. Schneider, See his "Social Class, Historical Circumstances,
and Fame" (Amer. J. Social., vol. 43, pp. 37-56, 1937); "The Cultural Situation as
a Condition for the Achievement of Fame"  (Amer. Social  Rev., vol. 2, pp. 480-
491, 1937); "Class Origin and Fame:  Eminent English Women"   (Amer, Sociol.
Rev., vol. 5, pp. 700-712, 1940); and "Social Origin and Fame: The United States
and England" (Amer* Social Rev., vol. 10, pp. 52-<50, i945).